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PREVENT
EXTREMISM AND RADICALISATION

WHAT WE CAN ALL DO TO MAINTAIN 
A ZERO-TOLERANCE APPROACH TO 

EXTREMISM AT HARTLEPOOL COLLEGE



PREVENTing Extremism
The word Extremism is one we often see in the news and media today, and 
Hartlepool College works within the framework of the government’s Prevent 
Agenda to combat this threat to our safety and security. But what exactly is 
Extremism, and what can we can all do to defend against it?

For more information on Hartlepool College’s Prevent Agenda policy and procedures please contact:
Debbie Caygill, Respect Co-ordinator & Director, Learner Services
(01429) 404142 | dcaygill@hartlepoolfe.ac.uk

Above: Hate is hate, and despite what they would claim hate groups from all sides are remarkably similar and attract 
remarkably similar types of people. The media often primarily associates Extremism with terrorist groups such as 
Daesh (sometimes called ISIS or ISIL), and these cannot be underestimated as a threat, though in the North East of 
England racist and white-power groups as much (if not more) of a danger. They certainly try to actively recruit young 
people and vulnerable adults who may not be able to judge the reality of what they represent properly.

DEFINING EXTREMISM

The Home Office defines extremism as “The 
vocal or active opposition to our fundamental 
values, including democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and the mutual respect and 
tolerance of different faiths and beliefs”.
 
Calls for the death of members of members of 
the armed forces are also classed as extremist 
views, and as with those above illegal.

There are many different types of extremist 
ideologies around. Some more common ones 
include:

Neo-Nazism
Islamophobia
Antisemitism
Islamic extremism

People who have these ideologies may become 
directly involved in violent acts or plots. They 
might also be indirectly or directly involved in 
activities. This could include recruiting more 
members to their group, or facilitating others to 
commit violent acts - for example by providing 
with them a place to plan terrorist activities.

Extremism and terrorism can often be associated 
with Islamic extremists, but it is important to 
remember that whilst those do exist and pose 
a clear threat, anyone could potentially hold 
extremist ideologies, or commit extremist 
attacks. 

DEFINING RADICALISATION

The word “radical” refers to the changing of the 
fundamental nature of something. A “radical” 
person is someone who “advocates thorough or 
complete political or social reform; a member of 
a political party or part of a party pursuing such 
aims”.

Radicalisation refers to the process where 
someone becomes a radical - but how does 
radicalisation happen?

There are many different theories and models 
describing how radicalisation happens. What is 
important to know is that there is no one single 
process in which someone becomes radicalised, 
and it is dependent on a number of different 
circumstances. These include:

Online - extremist groups often try to recruit 
new young members online through the use 
of social media; 

Peers - some young people become 
radicalised because of the people that they 
are associating with;

Family - some young people might be 
exposed to extremist views at home;

TV and Media - young people might watch 
the news and form an opinion of what is fair 
or unfair.

LOOKING OUT FOR EXTREMISM

There isn’t one image of what an extremist 
will look like, but they may display certain 
behaviours. These can include:

Someone changing the way they dress, 
behave or a shift in their friendship groups. 
(Note though, that it is worth being cautious 
before using this as a sign that someone is 
becoming radicalised. Many young people 
will change the way that they dress, or their 
friendship groups - this is a normal part of 
growing up);
Secretive behaviour;
Sympathising with extremist causes;
Owning extremist literature;
Celebrating violence;
Spreading and agreeing with messages of 
extremist groups.

Nobody is expected to look at any peers or 
work colleagues and judge whether they are an 
extremist, or are becoming radicalised. However, 
if any indicators are present that cause concern 
they must be reported. 

It was a similar tip-off from a concerned person 
over his extreme views that prevented Liam 
Lyburd from committing a massacre with illegal 
guns and explosives at Newcastle College not 
too long ago (for which he is now serving life in 
prison) so the threat is real.

If you are unsure or worried about anyone, it 
is your responsibility to report it.

USEFUL NUMBERS

The Prevent Team within Cleveland Police 
includes a Channel Co-ordinator.  If you have 
any concerns about an individual you should 
contact Cleveland Police Prevent Team on 
01642 303397 or 01642 303394
 
Other useful numbers include: 
Police Non-Emergency Number - 
101

Crimestoppers -  
0800 555 111

National Anti-Terrorism hotline - 
0800 789 321


