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Quality Assurance Policies & Procedures  

SAFEGUARDING AND PREVENT POLICY 

CHILD AND VULNERABLE ADULT PROTECTION 

Appendix L 

Children Who Are Absent From Education 

All staff should be aware that children being absent from education, particularly repeatedly and/or for prolonged periods, 

can act as a vital warning sign of a range of safeguarding concerns. These may include abuse, neglect and exploitation, 

including child sexual exploitation, child criminal exploitation and modern slavery. Absence may also indicate mental 

health concerns, substance misuse, the risk of travelling to conflict zones, female genital mutilation or forced marriage. 

Staff must act promptly, follow the college’s attendance and safeguarding procedures, record concerns, and report them 

without delay to the Designated Safeguarding Lead or a deputy so that appropriate support, information sharing and 

referrals can be considered. 

Children missing education (children of compulsory school age who are not registered at a school and are not 

receiving suitable education otherwise) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education 
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Modern slavery, human trafficking and the National Referral Mechanism 

GOV.UK: Modern slavery guidance and National Referral Mechanism resources 

Children and the court system  

Children are sometimes required to give evidence in criminal courts, either for crimes committed against them or for 

crimes they have witnessed. There are two age-appropriate guides to support children 5-11-years and 12-17 years. The 

guides explain each step of the process and support and special measures that are available. There are diagrams 

illustrating the courtroom structure and the use of video links is explained. Making child arrangements via the family 

courts following separation can be stressful and entrench conflict in families. This can be stressful for children. The 

Ministry of Justice has launched an online child arrangements information tool with clear and concise information on the 

dispute resolution service. This may be useful for some parents and carers. 

Children with family members in prison 

Children with a parent or other family member in prison may experience poverty, stigma, isolation and poor mental 

health. Staff should remain alert to changes in attendance, behaviour or wellbeing, provide appropriate pastoral support, 

and report any safeguarding concerns in line with the college’s procedures. NICCO and Barnardo’s provide information 

for professionals supporting children and families affected by imprisonment. 

Children with a parent or relative in prison – Barnardo’s 

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/support-for-parents-and-carers/children-with-a-parent-in-prison  
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