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Appendix O

Forced marriage

Forcing a person into a marriage is a crime in England and Wales. A forced marriage is one entered into without
the full and free consent of one or both parties and where violence, threats or any other form of coercion is used
to cause a person to enter into a marriage. Threats can be physical or emotional and psychological. A lack of full
and free consent can be where a person does not consent or where they cannot consent (if they have learning
disabilities, for example). Nevertheless, some communities use religion and culture as a way to coerce a person
into marriage. Schools and colleges can play an important role in safeguarding children from forced marriage.
The Forced Marriage Unit has published statutory guidance and Multi-agency guidelines, with pages 35-36 of
which focus on the role of schools and colleges. School and college staff can contact the Forced Marriage Unit if
they need advice or information: Contact: 020 7008 0151

The right to choose: government guidance on forced marriage

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-right-to-choose-government-guidance-on-forced-
marriage/multi-agency-statutory-guidance-for-dealing-with-forced-marriage-and-multi-agency-practice-
quidelines-handling-cases-of-forced-marriage-accessible
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So-called ‘honour-based’ violence

(HBV) encompasses incidents or crimes which have been committed to protect or defend the honour of the
family and/or the community, including female genital mutilation (FGM), forced marriage, and practices such as
breast ironing. Abuse committed in the context of preserving “honour” often involves a wider network of family or
community pressure and can include multiple perpetrators. It is important to be aware of this dynamic and
additional risk factors when deciding what form of safeguarding action to take. All forms of HBV are abuse
(regardless of the motivation) and should be handled and escalated as such. Professionals in all agencies, and
individuals and groups in relevant communities, need to be alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of HBV,
or already having suffered HBV. Actions if staff have a concern regarding a child that might be at risk of HBV or
who has suffered from HBV, they should speak to the designated safeguarding lead.

So-Called Honour-Based Abuse and Forced Marriage: Guidance on Identifying and Flagging cases | The Crown
Prosecution Service (cps.qgov.uk)
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