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Why choose the Level 3 Extended Diploma in Policing?



Jay Petch 
Since being young I had 

always wanted to join the 
Police. I knew joining HCFE 

was the right choice for me, 
being able to gain practical 

experience alongside 
studies, and picking up and 
skills and qualities needed 

as an officer. I also had 
the opportunity of gaining 

employment as a safety 
steward at S.A.F.C.

alongside my studies, and 
progressed to a supervisors 

role. This gave me the 
confidence and experience 

of working alongside the 
Police which strengthened 

my application. 

I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without the help 

and support of HCFE and 
it’s staff.

Developed with the Police and NCFE, this new qualification is ideal for those 
candidates who wish to pursue a career in Policing. In recent years the Police 
Service has raised the entry requirements and now a Degree is required to 
enter the role.  This qualification is equivalent to 3 A Levels and is the ideal 
stepping stone to University.  Additionally unlike A Levels there will be an 
opportunity for Work Experience and to undertake an additional qualification 
in Event Stewarding.

This qualification provides specialist knowledge, skills and understanding 
relating to working in the police service in areas such as leadership skills, 
physical fitness, equality and diversity and inclusion, that can then be applied 
to current or future employment. The course content has been developed with 
employers, subject experts and tutors to ensure that it’s relevant, current and 
meets the need of employers. 

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Policing includes the following units:
•	 Prepare For A Career In The Police	 •	 Develop Leadership Skills	

•	 Equality, Diversity And Inclusion	 •	 Crime Scene Investigation

•	 Mental And Physical Well Being	 •	 Volunteering In The Police Service

•	 Neighbourhood Policing	 •	 Dealing With Emergency Incidents

•	 Understand Mental Health	 •	 Prepare For Higher Education

•	 Develop Aspects Of Fitness For Entry Into The Police Service

•	 The Influence Media, Government Have On The Police Force

•	 Collaboration Between The Emergency Services

•	 Emergency Planning And Response In The Police Service

•	 Understanding Discipline In The Police Service

•	 UK Legal Systems And The Police Service

Most candidates enrolling onto the L3 Extended 
Diploma in Policing will have ambitions to join the 
Police Service. 

However should you decide on a different career path 
this qualification will still enable you to enter further 
study and/or careers in Criminal Justice Agencies, 
Security, Uniformed Services, Prison Service, Social 
Worker, Youth Services, Civil Service, Teaching and 
Management.

Your progression route with this qualification

Complete School achieving 
5 GCSE grade 5 or above, 

including maths and English

Enrol onto the 
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Policing 

with Hartlepool College of Further Education 

Study at Hartlepool College for 2 years, 
gain the experience and UCAS points needed 

to move onto to higher education  

Apprenticeships
Foundation 

Degree University Degree

Career paths you may wish to pursue:
Policing, Criminal Justice Agencies, Security, 

Uniformed Services, Prison Service, Social Worker, 
Youth Services, Civil Service, Teaching, Management.
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